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To the READER. 


& this little poem has paſt three editions, the author did 
| not expect a fourth would ever be called for; but. being 
ſollicited by many friends for its once more appearing in 
the world, he is willing, rough as it is, to comply with their re- 


queſt, 


The reader will ſee it was intended to expoſe the Arminiats. 
hereſy, as the ground of all other errors, by bringing it 
to the flandard of truth, the divine attributes: an hereſy 
exalting proud, fallen, corrupted man, and fraught with 
ſuch erroneous tenets as run counter to every perfection of 
Deity. For the religion of nature riſes no higher than that 
of forming a Gop like ourſelves, as the Pſalmiſt deſcribes 
Pſ. cxv. 4, 5, 6, 7, 8. Even Voltaire himſelf can obſerve, 
that ſinful men are for making Gon after their own image; 
and what fort of a Gop that muſt be, let ſcripture and 
reaſon determine. Be the attaintments of men ever ſo great, 
yet without His light, in whom the believer ſees light, they 
are ſtill walking in a vain ſhew. They may take up a 
form by tradition from their fathers, as Papiſts, Mahome- 
tans, Fews, and others under different names, yet if they 
are not of thoſe that exalt CHRIST as the alone way of 
God's ſalvation, and if they don't totally abaſe the crea- 
ture, both as to will and power, their religion is one and 
the ſame, landing on the do and live bottom, Phariſees 
of all denominations, are the ſame fort of men under different 
forms, expecting future happineſs either in whole or in part 
on the footing of their own performances, How commen is it 
with ſuch to rack their inventions, for flouriſhes of wit and ſo- 


phiftry to exalt the creature, and to bring down the great Cre- 


ator, repreſenting his ſovereignty and power as inferior even 
to thoſe of a potter! Rom. ix. 21. At other times repreſent- 
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Ta PREFACE. 

ing bim as wiſhing, longing, intreating this and the other, in 
order to their eternal happineſs, but all to no purpoſe, and in the 
ent, by fome unforeſten, accidental, untucky turn, diſappointed. 
Thus - putting Gop upon à level with that heathen prince, 
ho labour'd hard to the going down of the ſun to ſave 


Daniel and could not, Dan. vi. 14. Some to maintain «a 
conſiſtency in their ſyſtem have gone ſo far, as openly to deny his 
fore-knowledge, conſcious that if they allow him to have a 


fore and certain preſcience of whatſoever ſhall come to paſs, all 
is granted that the Predeſtinarian requires; for a ſure and 
certain knowledge of things uncertain cannot be. Thus they 


limit the Almighty, and ſet bounds to his wiſdom and know- © 
ledge, Col. ii. 3. With man there are contingencies, but with 


the Almighty there are none ; he declares the end from the 
beginning, and from ancient times the things that are not 


yet done, &c. Iſa. xlvi. 10. Pf. cxxxix. 16. and xliv. 21. 


Acts xv. 18. Hence it appears, that the carnal mind is enmity 
againſt Gop, Rom. viii. 7. Ja. i iv. 4. GoD is not in all 
their thoughts, PC, x. 4. the world by wiſdom tnow not Gop, 
x Cor. iii. 19. neither do they deſire the knowledge of his 
ways, Job. xxi. 14. While ſuch are running counter to 


all the divine attributes, they are very forward i in what they 
call reaſoning on the moral nature and fitneſs of things, ar- 


tuing love into hate, Wi iſdom into fally, and truth inta fa 2 


hood ; placing their hope and confidence for a future well being 


on a mixture of their own endeavours and the mercy of Gop, 
without having a ſingle eye to Cu IST, as the righteouſneſs 


of his people, and as the alone propitiatory facrifice for Ai It, ; 


N hill they are under ſuch m Malen notions reſpecting bath Gor 


and themſelves, it is no wonder io hear them making. uſe of ſuch 


expreſſions as theſe, ( make your peace with Gon, make him your 
80 friend, ſecure his love. and eternal happineſs to yourſelve 5, get 


- 66 race, get faith, male and keep covenant, get 10 intereſt in 
Cunkfsr, | 
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__ « CunisT, every one make clean his own heart, with much 


more of the ſame lamp, which at beſt is but bidding the dead 
mam take care of the cart. Proceeding on a ſuppoſition that 
mem are capable of chiſing and ating in ſuch a manner, as 
to move the firſt mover from a love of pity and guad will (as 
they term it) to a love of complacency and delight, and that 
they for their uſeleſs ſervices are to be rewarded with eternal 
life hereafter, without conſidering either the principle from. 
whence, or the tendency of their. good works falſely fa called; 
overlooking or miſapplying thoſe texts of ſcripture, that fpeat 
F man as he cemes into the world in a natural flate, alto- 
gether unprofitable, all gone out of the way, filthy and unclear, 
the imagination of his heart continually evil, nat one lat 
doth good, no not one, 8 "3 2 HY 


Wie hold it bach to talk 0 free gifts gain'd by Roſe 
on whom they are beft;wed, or to tell of an ill ordered cxrue+ 
nant made by wiſdom itſelf, and liable to be fruftrated by the 
creature at pleaſure. We believe it unreaſonable to exhort 
unregenerate men as ſuch to perform ſpiritual acts, yea we le- 
lieve it equally unreaſonable with exhorting a dead corps to 
riſe and perform the Functions of a living man; we believe it 
unreaſonable to imagine that mens actions moue Gon to love 5 
them, as to ſay that the tree's moving cauſes the wind to blew. 
Me conclude it highly unreaſonable to affirm, that any ſhall © 
eternally periſh for not believing in CHRIST as their covenant 
head, ſurety and ſaviour i in particular, or for not putting that 
grace into exerciſe which the Supreme never gave them {for 
all men. have not foith, 2 Theſſ. ili. 2. but for their : 
en againſt the moral law. 


It is the real chi ian, and he only, who fering the abe 
of bis nature, can diſcern and reliſp the glorious harmony and 
fange's in the ſcheme of ſovereign, immutable, and unconditional 
grace, 


mm - PRTEF ACE. 

grace, a ſcheme which alone is worthy of divine wiſdom for 
ts contriver, Theſe words of our LORD, I give unto them 
eternal life, . and they ſhall never periſh, John x. 28. com- 
par d with 1 John v. 2. carry more ſolid comfort and cer- 
tainty in them, than all the ſuppoſed uncovenanted mercy of 
Gop, dependent on the actions of the creature, talked of by 
Mr. Weſley. What is all he has advanced in his incon- 
fiftent piece againſt the final perſeverance of the © ſaints, to 
that of the ſure mercies of David, Ifa. lv. 3. compared with 
Acts xiii. 34. bat better fitneſs than life for dead ſinners, 
eyes for the blind; ears for the deaf, and flrength for the 
impotent? mercy and truth here meet together, righteouſneſs 
and peace kiſs each other, juſtice is ſatisfied, mercy is extended, 
and the ſinner eternally ſaved. 


Fer a concliſion of this matter, the Arminian may fee his 
eum picture of ancient date in the Antedeluvians, who. had 
the ſame idea of the deluge and ark, as they have now of ſal- 
vation by fr.. grace alone; though every blow Noah 
gave to the ark in pinning it together, declared him a preacher 
of righteouſneſs, as the ark was typical of him in whom alone 
is ſafety; but when the water came up to their chins, they 
could not then think he had been dreaming 120 years, and 
when the flexd ſwept them away, whatever was their depend- 


ence ſhort of CHRIST, it could benefit them no more than the 


bones of a dead * which the Papi/ts _ about them. 


he my lighth treating the. idea * form of the object f 
worſhip, I muſt obſerve with reverence to the only wiſe God, 
it is lawful to ſet at naught all others, or all thoſe falſe ideas, 
which are diſbenourable to his nature and perfections. If 
this is called an error in me, I think I can prove myſelf in 
good company; the prophet. Elijah, having to do with much 
ſuch a ſet of people, uſed language tothe fame purport. , 
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PREFACE. vn 
A is that malignant hymn referred to in the poem, I. would 
give the reader the beſt. account of it I am able, but the prac- 


| tice of Meſſrs. John and Charles Weſley, has been fo 


intricate, that it is difficult to aſcertain ruhe ꝛuas the real 
author, any farther than noted below. In the title pages of 
ſome performances, (ſaid by their followers to be theirs) in 
ſeme, it lande by John Weſley, M. A. in atbers, ie 
words publiſhed by, are placed before the name; in others, 
the Printer s name only, and io be fold at the Foundery, 
near Upper Moor-fields. But there is one inflance of 
J. Weſley's plagiariſm and unfairneſs, tos glaring to be 
paſſed over here, (which I have reaſon to believe, is not" the 
only one. of the ſort) I have ſeen. a firſt and ſecond edition 
of a Dialogue between a Predeſiinarian and bis Friend; 
in the title Page it is ſaid, publiſhed by J. Weſley, in the 
year 1741. He would have done juſtice to the real author, 
had he called thoſe the ſecond and third editions. For it was 
wrote by Mr. Grantham f Norwich, and firſt printed 
in the year 1696, who intitiad it, A Dialogue' beteween'ia 
Preſbyterian, and a Baptiſt, zubere Mr. Weſley bas dong 
nothing but tranſcribed that dialoguey' ſo far as ſiuted his 

purpoſe, altering the title, and prefixing his own name to 
it; this by the way, ſavours more of pride than perfettion, 
as it ſeems, he would have the world believe him ro be well 
read in the ancient fathers, feme' of whom are there quoted ; 
but upon comparing Mr. Grantham's ola publication, with 
Mr. Weſley's new one, where Mr. Grantham har omitted 
chapter, page and line, in the fathers, fo tikewiſe Bur Mr. 
Weſley. What, dare not J. Weſley, M. A. late fellow of 
Lincoln College, Oxford, a ordain d prieft of the Ghurch 
of England, attack the Predeflinarians without pilfering from 
a Diſſenting Baptiſt? But when I conſider the unmenciful 
faughter be bas made among the warks of many great authors 
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of the'tioo laſt centuries,” in what he calls a Chriſtian Li- 
brary, I think of that text, ye have need of patience, Heb. 
x. 36. There the reader may ſee, the Martyrs martyr d, 
and the Puritans pillag d over again; even the worthy Mr. 
John Bunyan's Pilgrim, could not efcape his caſtrating 
pen. The poor Pilgrim, if not maſſacred, is at leaſt turned 
into a trading pedlar, A book which in itſelf, as it came from 
the pen of; the venerable tinker, is a choice, uniform piece of 
chriſtian experience, not #0 be added to, unleſs it were by 
ene of ſingular grace, and of an equally fruitful. genius; and 
whoever curtails ten lines of it, may be faid to detract 
Hum its ſimetry and beauty, which I ſhould think, nothing 
but ignorauce and pride could prompt any * to at- 
tempt. - But no move of this. L 


Oh may I neyer, though diftreſs'd for bread, 
Beguile the living, much leſs rob the dead ! 


0 _ might have brought a" cud of witneſſe from the ferdss 
ture in the margin and enlarged this puem with many 
things" 'of this kind, but hope this will induce” ſome abler 
; gi who has more Aare, 10 @ larger work 4 this _ 


Af any. on the oppofte Jude Bould take upon 8 — to ani: 
paguert upon this, it is to be hoped they tuill make ſome 
acknowledgment concerning the object of their adoration, whe- 
tber be is, or is nat, infinite in all his diuine perfections? 
and ſuch an attempt, if worgby f. aver fu be at 
e te. Farewell, PETE 
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A STANDING RULE 


To Try all DocTRINES m_ Exprrrexce. by. 


N OR M. 


fr HEN truth's attacks d by: daring: 0 
_ obliges to + nl 


Cd vice is ſpread the nation round, 


Shall WesLEY ſow his hurtful tares, | 
And ſcatter round a thouſand fnares ; 


Telling how Gop from wrath may turn, 


And love the ſoul he thought to burn; 
And how, again, his 8 may move 


How all mankind he fain would ſave, 


Yet longs for what he cannot have; 
B Who 


„ ] 

Who looks for fruit from every one, 
Where he no ſeeds of grace hath ſown, 
Expecting thorns and thiſtles might 
Yield grapes and figs to his delight; 
Induſtrious thus to found abroad 

A diſappointed, changing Gop? 


Thus he beguiles his num'rous train, 
Who fondly hug the tireſome chain ; 


But while thoſe treach'rous paths they tread, 


Their money's ſpent for huſks, not bread : 
Vain is their hope, their ſtrength is ſpent 
For what will yield them no content. 
Yet of good works they fondly boaſt ; 
This Siſter's perfect, that almoſt *. 

Sure their perfection muſt ſound odd, 
Who worſhip an imperfect Goo! 

Can hell more ſtrong deluſion find? 

Or Rome impoſe upon mankind ? 


O Bigotry ! diſtreſſing thought! 
What ills haſt thou on mankind brought ? 


nd ſome for years, Theſe are moſtly females, 


Thy 


* Alluding to the doctrine of inherent perfection, ſtrangely 
preached up by the two Weſleys, and as {trangely imbibed by 
their credulous followers. Vide, preface of their hymn-book, 
publiſhed 1740; and ſeveral are fo deluded as to declare they 
have not finned in thought, word, or deed, ſome for months, I 
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Bold in thy Maker's cauſe appear, 


© 1 
Thy pow'r is ſeen in church and ſtate, 
Thine's fooliſh love, and furious hate; 


| Theſe two extremes are always ſeen, 


Nor moderation ſteps between : 

Where will thy ſtrange contentions end, 

Thou reaſon's foe, ſedition's friend? 

Who can thy captive-ſlaves reſtore ? 

When wilt thou die, and riſe no more? 
While we attempt thy bands in vain, 


There's none but Gop can break thy chain, 


Who haſt thy tens of thouſand ſlain. 
We long thoſe peaceful days to ſee, 
When He ſhall riſe and ſcatter thee. 


Now rouſe from ſleepy floth my pen, 
Be truth thy theme, ſit looſe from men; 
Let furies rage, or critics ineer ; 
Arminian faction firſt ſurvey, 


The growing evil of the day; 


Where man's extoll'd in power and ſkill, 
And Gop ſubſervient to his will: 


Such boaſt they've reaſon for their guide, 


And how things fit on ev'ry fide; 


In their own eyes their ways ſeem right ; 


But let us bring them to the light, 


'There ſearch them out, that all may ſee 


What name for ſuch will beſt agree. 
8 5 Though 


„ 


Though many different ſects we find, 
Two claſſes take in all mankind. 

He that a ſovereign Gop obeys 
And through a Mediator prays, 

If hell oppoſe, or men blaſpheme, 
Chriſtian ſhall ſtand his proper name: 
But he who owns- no Gop at all, 

At preſent we will Atheiſt call. 


What ſhall I ſay, O ſtupid, blind! 
Who hold Chriſt ranſom'd all mankind ; 
Yet ſome are loſt for whom he dy'd; 
Pray how was adm here employ'd ? 
But ſome to ſet this matter clear, 
Diſpenſe with Gop's foreknowledge here; 
And ſay, He can't know certainly, 
Who would, or who would not, comply, 
Becauſe the creature here acts free, 

And 7his might not, or that might be. 


But while they boaſt they've power at caſe, | 


To do, or not, juſt as they pleaſe ; 

Still one of theſe muſt ſurely hit, 

If do a Thing, they can't omit ; 
Yet if they're free in doing one, 

The other's ſurely let alone; 

And Gop did certainly foreknow, 
That they'd omit, and this they'd do; 
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He views the riſe and end of things, 
From ſparrows up to pompous kings. 
The death of CHRISTH we plainly find 
Fell out as was before deſign'd. 


Thy ſeed to Abra'm Gop declares, 
Shall ſerve within a land not theirs ; 
And whom they ſerve ſhall uſe them ill, 
Whilſt they four hundred years fulfill; 
Then will I judge their great offence, 
And, with much treaſure, bring thine thence; 
And thou in peace ſhall quit this ſtage, 
Be buried in a good old age. 


Can any one his preſcience doubt, 
Who reads how every caſe fell out? 


They may their random ſcheme advance, 
And talk of things that fall by chance; 
But after all Id have them know, 
With the Supreme it can't be fo. 


To ſolve the point let this ſuffice; 
If things from his omniſcient eyes 


Lis hid, that ſhall to-morrow be, 


All- that's to-day he cannot ſee: 
For then to-morrow he'll know more; 


So can't be what he was before. 


Redeem'd 


IL ww Þ 

Redeem'd by blood, yet ſent to hell ! 
Strange to conceive, and ftrange to tell ! 
Dare ſatan vie with Gon for might, 
Or can he rob him of his right ? 
Did he fo far with man prevail, 
To make his firſt intentions fail 
And link his workmanſhip to nought, 
Had he not found a ſecond thought, 
How comes it that his will is croſt, 
Would have all ſav'd, yet ſome are loſt? 
Can diſappointment thus commence 
With him who is Omnipotence ? 
It ſuch a caſe ſhould e'er fall out, 
"Tis want of power in him no doubt. 


Some turn to us, and thus reply, 
You often ſay, Gop cannot die, 
Nor yet his promiſe faltify : | 
Hence they conclude, and baſely too, 
There's things above his power to do. 


Thus they reverſe the argument, 
Put weakneſs for omnipotent: | 
"T would prove him weak ſhould this prevail, 
No need of power to err or fail; 
Errors to ſinful worms belong, 
Becauſe they're weak, not cauſe they're ſtrong. 


Did 
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Did Jzsvs bleed and ſuffer ſcorn, 
For all that were and ſhould be born? 
Sure juſtice could not here do well, 
To make him ſmart for thoſe jn hell; 
And ſtill in torment ſuch detain, 
To make them pay their debt again: —_ 
If fo, tis obvious to each view, 
One of theſe two muſt needs be true; 
That juſtice is unjuſt become, 
Or CuRIST has poorly paid for ſome. 


If creatures heaven in part obtain, 


Mercy for helpleſs fouls is vain : 


Mercy and merit can't unite, _ 

For one muſt flee the other's fight : : 
For, if ſalvation's of the Lok p, 

The creature can no help afford; 

If they in this great work have ſhare, 
How many SAvIouUR's then are there? 
And if a Saviour's not alone, 

Surely in {act there can be none. 


If faints may fail and come to nought, 
When efficacious Grace is wrought, 
This gift muſt be imperfect then, 
And hurtful to the fouls of men. 
Who can maintain that God is juſt, 
Or in his Grace put all their triit ? 


[ 16 ] 
Or is the caſe determin'd by 
The creature's acts of piety ? 
Then why to grace ſuch trophies raiſe ? 
My well-diſpoſed ſelf take praiſe. 


If Gop don't love till man begins 
To know himſelf, or loath his ſins, 
How comes blind man himſelf to know, 
Or whence doth his repentance flow ? 
Is't from himſelf, or from above; 
The effe& of fear, or that of love ? 
Joan the beloved puts it thus, 
We love, becauſe he firſt lou d us. 


But ſome proud boaſter here will fay, 
If love, *tis in a different way, 

Twill much increaſe as I obey ; 

And when I from my duty fall, 

He loves me leſs, or not at all. 


Such. love as this muſt needs diſcover 

Great imperfection in the lover. 

Shall Gop adopt the creature's plan, 
Like and diſlike the ſelf-ſame man? 
Such thoughts as theſe are far below 
The Gop my ſoul defires to know. 
Were not my future crimes foreſeen, 
When mighty grace ſtept in between? 


I was 


P 
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J was but duſt he knew full well, 


And could do nothing but rebel; 
That ſhould not hinder his deſign, 


44. 


Whole love's the ſame, and can't decline: 


"Twas love begun, and ſhall proceed; 
He will not break the bruiſed reed. 


If once belov'd, ſuch ever ſhall ; 

A changing God's no God at all. 

In Nineveh of old we find 

He chang'd affairs, not chang'd his mind : 
To will a change, and change his will, 
Differ as much as good and ill. 

If in his love he ſhould decline, 

Where does his power and goodneſs ſhine ? 


If he from good to better grow, 


He can't eternally be ſo; 

Should infinite be laid aſide, 

Or one perfection be denied, 

Who could the chriſtian's cauſe maintain? 


Or who could right from wrong explain? 


If mutable, unwiſe, and weak, 


Then worſhip's falſe, and all's to ſeek. 


Should 1 their changing god addreſs, _ 
What ground have I to hope ſuccels ! oi 
How can I pray to ſuit his mind, 
Who turns and wavers as the wind ? 
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I ne&er ſhall find his winding out; 
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Whene'er it ſpeaks it is obey d, 


1 


For what to-day he may approve, 
Perhaps to- morrow's loſt his love. 
Should he be talking, how can 1 
Expect he'll hearken to my cry? 
Or, if purſuing, then I doubt 


vb . ee 


If on a journey, I ſhould fear 
He cannot at a diſtance hear; 
And if I call aloud, I may 
Give great offence another way : 


Perhaps in ſleep he's clos'd his eyes, 


And will be touchy if he riſe: 


How can my ſoul direct her pray'r, 
Who knows not how, nor when, nor where? 
This and the heathens god's the ſame, 


They difter nothing but in name. 
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A log of wood may ſerve as well, 3 
And of the two it muſt excell: | 
Where er I ſet it, there it ſtands, 

Nor need I fear its eyes or hands : 

It ne er exerts its power in vain, 

Nor loves and hates, and loves again ; 
Whate'er it knew it neer forgot; 
Admits no error, changes not: 
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Nor can its councils be betray d. 
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Are theſe the men who boaſt their ſcheme 


Shall put good works in high eſteem? 
Then man's free-agency extol, 


How wiſe, how great, and good withal ? 


He's free to chuſe, or good or ill, 
Clogg d with no bias on his will. 
The doctrines thus of grace abuſe, 
And ſuch reproachful language uſe : 
% Was J an object of this choice, 
Td give a looſe to ev'ry vice: 

For thoſe who hold it often ſay, 
Gop can't refuſe or put away. 

Why need I read, or pray, or fait, 
If twon't fecure me heav'n at latt : 
Hence all religion from my tight, 
If I can't be a gainer by”. 

A laſting argument to prove 

Such ſtrangers to conſiraining læve. 


Aſk them the way to reſt and bliſs, * 
Good works, they tell you, cannot mils; 
This is the all they have to bring, 


They know the name, but not the thing. 


How mercenary is their end, 
While they to holinels pretend? 4 
They think they're good, if they refrain 
From fin becauſe of future pain: 
i: Fe! C2 As 
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As though th'eternal did approve 
Works better done from fear than _ 
If all they do's through fear of hell, 


If they're good works, they're not Jodie well. 
Is this the end of all their toil? 


Where's their obedience all this whih 2 


Their ſyſtem's right they'd have us know; 


*Tis reaſon, reaſon tells them ſo: 
Reaſon ſhall guide them on their way, 
And all their actions rightly ſway. 
They tell us, they've a right to chuſe, 
This their familiar, that refuſe ; 
'This they'll exalt, while that lies low : 
But Gop's unjuſt if he does ſo. | 
Sure theſe from reaſon's path muſt ſtray, 
Or who 1s Sovereign Gop, or they ? 
All creatures here they will deſtroy, 
For fooliſh ſport and luxury ; 

But Gop his promiſe muſt out-do, 
Or he's unwiſe and cruel too: 
For no ſuch promiſe I can find, 
As Tpecial grace to all mankind. 


They tell us, all ingroſs his care, 
Alike his love and mercy ſhare ; 
And all alike ſhall have fair play, 

To fave or caſt their ſouls away. 
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If this the caſe, I fain would know. 
How they account for things below ? 
Why one ſhall to a ſceptre rife, 


That on a dunghill lives and dies ? 
Why this ſhall fill a chair of ſtate, 


While that ſhall ſuffer ſcorn and hate? 
Why one m health and vigour plays, 
Another groans out all his days? 
Why one ſhall live an ancient fire, 

And that in tender years expire ? 
Another eminently wile, 
While there a grov ling ideot lies? 
Then, next, why tempers difagree, 
Why ſome reſerv'd, and ſome are free; 
Some heat of paſſion ſeldom know, 
And ſome are almoſt always ſo; 
Why ſome enjoy their native iſle, 
And other's languiſh in exile ; 
Why goſpel-light is Britain“ lot, 
And the wild Indians have it not. 
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Does man's ſalvation then depend 
On what's his own to recommend? 
5 Is't in th' endowments of the mind? 
Then why are all to vice inclin'd ? 
Why all who would this bleſſing gain, 
Are ſure to will and run in vain? 
Old Jſaac's will to Eſau's bent, 
And Eſau's will's as much intent; 


Rebecca s 
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Rebecca's will to Jacob turns, 

And Jacob's will as eager burns: 
£/au muſt hunt the fields with care, 
And hopes to meet the bleſſing there; 
Jacob thoſe meaſures would forbid, 
And runs to gain it with a kid: 

They will at home, thoſe run abroad, 
But yet the blefling's all of Gop, 

Who as power to ſave alive or kill, 
And will have mercy where he will: 
Some he'll give up to their heart's luſt, 
And in ſo doing (till be juſt. 


This aweful truth they cannot ſee, 
But call't a borr:ible decree ; 
And this concluſion farther draw, 
God ſovereign acts the devil's law. 


Bluſh, Weſtey, bluſh, be 611'd with ſhame! 
Doom thy vile poem * to the flame : 
What tongue thy horrid crime can tell ? 
Put faints to ſing the ſong of hell ! 


Haſte 


I e' the devil's law receive, 
Unleſs reftrain'd by thee, - 
I con'd {good Gad!) | cn believe 
The HORRIBLE DECREE. 


Hymn the 6th, page 20. Intitled, On Gop's Everlaſting 
Love. London, printed by W. Strahan, and fold at the Foun- 


near Upper Moorfields. It appears there are two books 


dery, 

of — bearing this title, the other printed at Briſtol, in the 
year 1741, with that preſumptuous maſter. piece of iniquity in 
it, called. The Horrible Decree. Both books allowed, by the 
followers of the Wefley's, to be wrote by one or both of them. 
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Haſte hence to Rome, thy proper place ; 
Why ſhould we ſhare in thy diſgrace ? 
We need no greater proof to ſee 

Thy blaſphemies with her's agree. 


What foul to hell for nought is ſent ? 
Is preterition puniſhment ? 
Sure ſin's the cauſe, not paſting by, 
Why any ſhall in torment lie : 
If ſuch as children weren't foreknown, 
He'll not deny them what's their own. 
e but forbears to make them live, 
Withholds what he's not bound to give. 

Does he incline their hearts to vice, 

Or do they freely ſin by choice? 
Is he unjuſt in letting thee 
Abuſe, defame his wiſe decree? 
No, rather ſay' ts their happineſs 
Who are reſtrain'd from this exceſs: 
Shew me where he his promite fails, 
Before thy blaſphemy prevails ? 


If theſe can't with thy judgment ſquare, 

Gop's ways are equal, leave it there: 
Reaſon is loſt in ſhewing why, 
"Tis only folv'd in fou're:gnty, 111 T 
So he will grace on ſome beſtow, or oy 
And this js reaſon good to know. 0 
It is his will ĩt ſhould be ſo. 


Now 
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Now their deſtructive 5 flee, 
Pity their infidelity ;, 
Adore that hand whoſe power can raiſe, 


Dead thoughtleſs worms to ſpeak his praiſe. F 


What mortal s tongue can ſound abroad, 


This great I AM, the mighty Gop, 
Whole works and word aloud proclaim + 
The high perfections of his name: 

In eſſence one, in perſons three, 
Ineffable immenſity. © ö 

Ten thouſand thouſand W 5 may "Y 
In faith tranſporting ecſtacies ; 

Anon I'm to this period brought, 

He is-what mortals never thought : 
Then why ſhould I attempt to ſhow 
What finite duſt ſhall never know 2 


Can bands of angels tell us how 
He dwells in his eternal Now? 
Time can't that glorious ſtate compare, 
Paſt and to come are preſent there; 
All things at once appear in view, 
To him there's nothing old or new. 


This is the chriſtiair's Gop and guide, 


Whence all his wants are well ſupplied : 
When Faith leads on to things unſeen, 
Ner clouds nor billows roll between, 


His 


L 
His foot with goſpel-truths being ſhod, 
Moves ſwiftly on to- worſhip Gop; 
To him alone he pays his vow, 
He as no reſerves for Rimmon now: 
He with the Pſalmiſt makes his boaſts, 
And triumphs in the LoxD of Hoſts, 
O! how I love thy law, he cries, 
And runs his race with ſweet ſurprize. 
Fear cannot drive, as love can draw, 
To yield obedience to the law : 
Were future torments done away, 
A faint would equally obey. 


If in the furnace he is try'd, 
Wiſdom itſelf for him's employ'd : 
Nothing can ſcape the piercing eye 
Of his refiner ſitting by, 

Whoſe tender love ſhall then appear, 
Nor will he ſearch him too ſevere; 


What's for his good he there ſhall find, 


And leave his droſs and tin behind. 


If he for bread or water cry, 
His Gop ſhall bring him quick ſupply ; 
The barren wilderneſs ſhall yield 
Provifion as a fruitful field : 
At his command the rocks obey, 


And ſend their gliding ſtreams away. 


D 


Why 


26 1 
Why need he doubt his daily bread, 
Who oft by ravens has been fed? 
For Gop his promiſe will fulfil, 
The earth ſhall help the woman ſtill. 
Thus, if by want or pain oppreſt, 
He'll praiſe his Gop, and ſay tis beſt; 
Calm in his ſob), he's led to ſee, 
Twas not without an if need be. 


If 8 til ſupplyd; 

Or if caſt down, he's not deſtroy'd: 

He hopes through fear, joys ia diſtreſs, 

Depending then on farth/ulneſs. = 

Whatc'er he meets with in the way, 

Strength is propor tion'd to his day; 
If he perceives corruptions riſe, 

The tempter rage, and hell ſurprize, 

Or when to 2008 he is inclin'd, 

And to perform he' cannot find, 

God's ancient {ove the ſame abides, 

Although his countenahce he hides: 

The feeble faint his courſe ſhall run, 

Till glory crown what grace begun. 
If diſmal horror fpread him round, 
Tis grace not fin ſhall ſuperabound; 

To Gop his caſe he fecommiends, ; 

And on his mighty power depends: 

Purge me, he cries, from ſecret ſin, 

Subdue thoſe (anaanites within : : 
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Sway 


(EP 
Sway me. with reverential awe, 


Cauſe me to love and keep thy law. 


If for a night 1 weep and mourn, 

Joy in the morning ſhall return; 

His countenance he'll ſoon diſplay, 
And chaſe theſe gloomy fogs away. 
His ſoul ſhall then -be id io trace 
The wonders of redeeming grace; 
Love fills his heart, and tunes his lays, 
His ſighs are turn'd to ſongs of. praile ; 
In humble raptures how he's. led, 

To talk of CukIsT his living bread. 


Though long my foot has gone aſtray, 
And wander'd in a doubtful way, 
Beneath a load of guilt and fin, 
Oppreſs d without, diſtreſsd within; 
Tiow have I dragg'd the captive chain 
Look'd to the -hills, and look'd again, 
Built on the ſands, and built in vain.. 
He. comes, he comes, and ſets me free, 
I that was blind am made to ſee; 
By nature loſt, by grace I'm, found, 
And CyrIsT receives me ſafe and ſound: 
He is my glorious head of grace, 
My hope, my ral, my divelling- hace; 1 
He is my helper in diſtreſs, 

My ſure foundation, righteou 20%. 
If at bis will. afflitions {read 
.Their ſcorching rays about my head, 


OO He 
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He is my rock, whoſe ſhade ſupplies 


With cooling breeze, and ſooths my cries : 


His ſtrength in weakneſs does appear, 


His ig through darkneſs ſhines moſt clear; 
His wwi/dom o'er my folly reigns, 


What I know not he well explains : 
My naked ſoul thus he ſupplies 


And I am comely in his eyes ; 


He is my bread that ſhall endure, 
His everlaſting fireams are ſure 
He'll not his handy-work decline, 
I'm his belov'd, and he is mine; 
Fleſh of his fleſh, bone of his bone; 
As head and member, we are one; 
Inſeparable, ne'er to part, 

J have his love, and he my heart: 
His name T11 praiſe, and ever ſhall, 
My great, my everlaſting all. 
What richer gifts can worms 4 


I need no more, nor can have leſs. 


My prophet here to make me wiſe, 
At once my prieſt and facrifice 


My #ing, whoſe lawful right demands 
The obedience of my heart and hands; 
My ſbepberd, who my foul maintains, 
And leads to peaceful fertile plains; _ 


His watchful eye, and tender care, 


Shall guard me round, and feed me there: 
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My bridegroom, in whoſe robe I ſhine, 
All that he is, and has, is mine; 
His name I bear, his wealth poſſeſs, 


Made perfect in his comelineſs. 


Brought to the church, my mother's houſe, 
He calls me his beloved ſpouſe; | 
Puts his left hand bencath my head, 


While round about his right is laid. 


Securely bleſs'd in him I dwell, 

Can triumph over death and hell. 

If for a time he ſhould forbear 

To let me read his love and care, 

Then I grow faint and drowſy too, 

And ſpot my garments through and through ; 
To my complaint I hear him fay, 


My foul ſtill hates to put away : 


Then, then I know, what tis to find 
Submiſſion and a willing-mind. 


He in my ſtead my ſurety ſtands, 
Confirm'd by everlaſting bands; 
This he engag'd e'er time begun, 
To pay the debts that J ſhould run; 
Moſt fitly qualify'd to do 
The work he was affign'd unto. 
Paſs'd through the world in mean degree, 
Through hunger, grief, and poverty ; 
Firm as a flint his face was ſet, 
When with the armed band he me; 

10 Ii, Whom 


( @# ) 
Whom ſeek ye, {aid he; is it me? 
If ſo, then theſe muſt all go free; 
O! to behold his bending head, 
And hear him ſay, 'Tis finiſhed ; 


How this excites my ſoul to praiſe, 
To love and ſerve him all may days! 


If troubles — 8 eric: ve me fore, | 
My elder brother's gone before; 


Who's not regardleſs of my cries, _— ä 
And well knows how: to ſympathize: 
He is my everlaſting friend. | : 


For whom he loves, he. loves, to th" end 
If ſin is prevalent 1 in me, 

No ſpot, no wrinkle, he can ſee; 

For when it draws me, to comply, / 


© 4 - * 


Who in this r mix d imperfect ſtate 
Oft do the very things I hate. 
Sin in his own he can't-approve, 
That has his hate, and I his love: 
Behind his back they, all are hurl'd, 
He L fave e nk a world. 


# 


If all my faes.1 in one . 5 
My captain will not me decline; 
My ſword. and ſhield can never fail, 
And in his ſtrepgth, I. mall prevail: 
While he.exaltsrhis, hanner high, 
All my oppoſers yield or fly. 
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He's the phyſician of my ſoul, 


Rebukes my fickneſs, makes me hole, 
My Faith can never doubt his {kill, 
But reſts ſubmiſſive to his will. 


Who can my happy ſtate declare, 
Beneath a tender father's care ? 
Who'll not negle& when I complain, 
And does my foul in health maintain. 
Yea, cer I ſpeak, my caſe he knows, 
And what's moſt needful he beſtows : 
If I backſlide, or go aſtray, 

He calls, and ſets me on my way; 
Return to me thy dwelling-place, 
Return, return, Ill thee embrace; 
Tul thy backſlidings freely heal, 


And love and guard, and fave thee ſtill. 
When in his light I'm led to eye 


His matchleſs love on Calvary z 
Then in the paths which he reſtores, 
My ſoul obeys, admires, adores, 

She then diſdains all earthly toys, 


And banquets on ſubſtantial joys ; 


My willing ſoul, then touch'd with love, 
Swiſter than chariot-wheels does move. 


He is my pilot on the deep, 


And will my foul in ſafety keep : 
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If on the brink of ruin toſt, 

J may be wreck d, but can't be loſt ; 
My quick deliverance ſhall come, 
He ſtills the ſeas, or wafts me home. 


If my laſt minutes dull ſhould move, 
And he withold that quickening love; 
Or gloomy ſcenes ſhould overſpread, 
And in the dark I'm put to bed, 


And taſted of the joys in ſtore, 

Sure pledge of bliſs for evermore: 
My ſaviour will attend me here, 

If faith and ſenſe do not appear; 
Eternal arms ſhall raile me high, 
Where I ſhall dwell for ever nigh; 
Drop all my ſorrows and complaints, 
And join the thouſands of his faints. 


I've had the earneſt heretofore, E £ 


Till wiſdom err, or grace ſhall fail, 
Or ſallacy for truth prevail; 
Juſtice unjuſt, or wrong prove right, 
Or weakneſs ſtand for power and might; 
Till then the faint his God ſhall bleſs, 
And joy in CnR1sT his righteouſneſs, 


Let Zion tons their king proclaim, 
And ſing how glorious is his name! 


Be 
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Be this their theme; O! boundleſs grace, 
How well it ſuits my ſinful caſe |! 


Arminians now their ſcheme may prize, 
And boaſt of new diſcoveries ; 
Things in their natures this and that, 


And ſtrain at what they can't come at : 


What better jizne/s can they find 
Than /ife and light for dead and blind, 


That all for whom a Saviour dy'd, 
Shall from his fulneſs be ſupply'd. 


I might enlarge, but am confin'd, 


The preſs forbids what I deſign d: 


This muſt ſuffice inſtead of more, 
To ſhew, as was obſerv'd before, 

Who doth the living Gop obey, 

Or who to helpleſs idols pray. 


\ 


Now to conclude, they're bleſt who know 
This living God rules all below, 
Who by each providence diſplays 
Some deep defizn in wiſdom's ways 
But for the grace he does beſtow, 
They praiſe the more, the more they know, 
Whilſt others, wandering aſtray, . 


Far ſhort of Gop their homage pay: 


E Can 
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Who know not whence their mercies flow ? ; 


EE. 


Can thoſe on mighty power rely, 
Or providental goodneſs eye ? 
How can they pay that debt they owe, 


No wonder ſuch to errors run: 
Who know not Gop, abuſe his Son. 


My ſoul, from all their ſecrets flee ; 
Far from their bands, mine honour, be ; 
Their murdering hands my Lox p would ſlay, 
For thoſe for who he'd never; pray : 
Gop's great ſalvation is made kfFown 
For walls and bulwarks round kis Own 3 
But, through ſelf-will, they'd fair? eraſe 
The glorious ſcheme of lovereign. grace. 
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Written at the Concluſiom of a Letter to the Au- 
thor's Honoured Father, wherein was an Ac= 
count of the Death of his Son, an Infant, Five 
Years of Age. Jan. 16, 1742. 


HE: done with all thoſe tranſitory things, 


Gone down to dwell with potentates and 
kings; | 

Unactive priſoners « together lie, 
Crowns are neglected, ſcepters are thrown by: 
What diff” rence 'twixt this little babe and they? 
His tender hands no more with cockles play ; 
They from vexatious ſchemings there have reſt; 
Nor childiſh cares diſturb his little breaſt, 


Fain would affection range his actions o'er, 
While pleaſing thoughts make ſorrow riſe the 
more; 
I huſh my murm'rings, fain would not repine, 
Acknowledging my duty's to reſign. 
Er I'm aware my thoughts break looſe again, 
Then tears guſh out, and interrupt my pen: 


T curb my paſſions, till they riſe and ſue 


For leave to bid my deareſt h adieu! 
Nought yields relief, or ſooths my troubled breaſt, 


Tin I can reach my rock, my hope, my reft : 
E 2 Then 


EF 1 
Then am I ſtill confeſſing God is juſt, 
And has a right to ſentence all to duſt : 


In all his dealing then I acquieſce, 
Nor doubt his w/dom, or his faithfulneſs. 
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An Eprrapn on his two Brother's, one departed 
this Life at Eighteen, the other at Twenty-two 
Tears of Age, both buried in one Grave in 
Bedfordſhire, 


IX T with the duſt 8 thine eye 
Two brothers, John and Joſepb, lie. 
A ling'ring illneſs John confin d, 
Till willing he his foul refign'd. 
_ Joſeph's more ſhocking to our view, 
Not having time to bid adieu. 
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Reader, if thou by faith canſt ſee. 
That Jxsus bled and died for thee ; 
If death in diſmal form appear, 
Thou haſt no ſolid ground for fear, 
Thou need'ſt not dread the path to try, 
As Nn or. Jeſepb, thou may ſt die. 


Another 
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Another on a Young Lady. 


O W much we long to be at reſt, 
| And yet how loath to be undreſs'd ! 
This was her caſe while here below, 
Till in affliction taught to know 
The emptineſs of earthly toys, 
And long for more ſubſtantial joys; 
Then ſhe could joy in tribulation, 
And went to bed with reſignation. 
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On a Friend, 


EATH is the common lot of all, 
The dire effect of Adam's fall; 
The riſing hillocks near your eye, 
Preach lectures on mortality; 
But why ſhould death that ſoul diſmay, 
Where ſin's for ever done away? 
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An AcrosTiC on Mr. Samuel Butler, late Mi- 
. nifter of the Goſpel at Ridgment, Bedford- 
ſhire, who departed clit . March 1170, 


ONT 


S ince Adam ſinn d, death did from thence enſue, 
A debt from all his offspring juſtly due; 
M an loſt his rectitude, his ſtrength is nought, 
U nclean's his motto, vain his brighteſt thought: 
E xempt from Eden's bliſsful happy ground. 


L abour, and ain, and ſorrow claſp him round. 


B ut Gop in his own — to's — race, 

U nveils the glorious myſteries of grace; 

T heir fouls being drawn, in ſwift obedience ſhall 
EL ove him, who lov'd and choſe before the fall: 
E ternal arms ſecure where grace is wrought ; 
Remember thete are truths our Butler taught. 
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Hie EPITAFPF He 


q CRUM of Jacob's duſt lies here below, 


Richer than all the mines in Mexico; 
It's lying in theſe ruins does not prove 

Its Lord's neglect, nor yet decay of love: 

It ever was, and 1s, its Lord's delight ; 

And neer was put a moment from his ſight : 
*T will riſe and ſhine when nature's works are o'cr, 
Bright as the firmament for evermore. 
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